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THE STUDY OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
AND POLITICAL SITUATION IN GEORGIA OF LAST 30 YEARS

1t is obvious fact that when it comes to political generations, they tend to be quite fluid. Generations
as entities as such have different ways and coping mechanisms when it comes to violations of their rights
as rightful citizens. The only aspect that never changes and fluctuates is the universality of human rights
and its significance for democracy. The above-mentioned fluidity is often caused by a social action that is
the result of most citizens being unsatisfied by the political processes in the country. The perfect example
of the interrelation between human rights violations and people’s “reactions” towards this issue is the
Republic of Georgia, which has been through wars, revolutions and protests throughout the history.
Today’s Georgia is still struggling with lack of freedom and violation of Human Rights. Georgia now
suffers from other human rights violations such as drug policy, right to privacy, sexual orientation. Georgia
still does not have an effective independent mechanism for investigating abuse by law enforcement officials.
The Georgian government has an attempt to transparently show all the political processes conducted to
avoid further complication of human rights violations. It can be said that the new generation (aged 18-30)
has considerably different preferences, feel the need and obligation to protest about issues that this century
has brought about, the issues like LGBT rights, marijuana decriminalization, abortion, prostitution,
transgender woman and their rights, violence against women, workers’ rights, etc. The reason that the new
generation in Georgia is so politically active is that they realize the system is even affecting their everyday
life and the ones surrounding them. The research paper covers the most politically important occasions
over the last 30 years in Georgia and analyses the most crucial and severe human rights violations,
following with the coping mechanisms and political behavior in different generations. The rights and
freedoms being violated and discussed in the paper are the following: the right to freedom of opinion and
expression, right to a fair social order. The tasks will be to evaluate violation of human rights during wars
in Georgia, to investigate the role of NGOs in the protection of Human Rights and to research the changes
in Human Rights in contemporary Georgia.
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Introduction

It is obvious fact that when it comes to political generations, they tend to be quite fluid. Generations as
entities as such have different ways and coping mechanisms when it comes to violations of their rights as
rightful citizens. The only aspect that never changes and fluctuates is the universality of human rights and its
significance for democracy. The above-mentioned fluidity is often caused by a social action that is the result
of most citizens being unsatisfied by the political processes in the country. The perfect example of
the interrelation between human rights violations and people’s “reactions” towards this issue is the Republic
of Georgia, which has been through wars, revolutions and protests throughout the history. To focus on the last
30 years, the political culture of the country has seen a significant change. "Political culture can
be understood in the context of a society’s collective mentality or personality, which contributes to its political
identity and ethos" [13]. Depending on the generations, the above-mentioned culture and the ways of
expression gradually vary and transform. Citizens’ ability to protest the violations of their rights is
expressed in the general political culture of the generation. The rights and freedoms being violated and
discussed in the paper, are the following: right to freedom of opinion and expression, right to a social and
international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth inthe Universal Declaration of Human
Rights can be fully realized, right to life, liberty and security, right to protection, right to demonstration, laws
of war, etc. [2]. Accordingly, the following research paper covers the most politically important occasions
over the last 30 years in Georgia and analyses the most crucial and severe human rights violations, following
with the coping mechanisms and political behaviour in different generations.

1. The problem: The violation of human rights in Georgia

2. The object: Human Rights in Georgia

3. The goal: to analyze violations of human rights and freedoms in Georgia
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4. The tasks: a) to evaluate violation of human rights during wars in Georgia b) to investigate the role
of NGOs in the protection of Human Rights c) to research the changes in Human Rights in
contemporary Georgia

Abkhazian war and violation of Human Rights

Starting with the war in Abkhazia (1992-1993) — a deadly war between Abkhazian separatists, Russian
forces and Georgian government forces, the social texture of the country has changed tremendously and
quite vividly [5]. This war resulted in not only the highest number of internally
displaced people that Georgia has ever seen but in the cleansing of 300 000 ethnic Georgian civilians of
Abkhazia as well. Both sides of the conflict showed a reckless disregard for the protection of the civilian
population and are responsible for gross violations of international humanitarian law — the laws of war
[8]. Innocent civilians were deliberately targeted, and their homes bombarded. To consider that Georgia’s
current population that time was 5.2 million it can be said that the number of dead, displaced, missing and
immigrated people reduced the Georgian population till it reached the number of 4.8 million. Adding up to
that, Georgia was post-soviet country already suffering from financial, human and psychological damage. It
also needs to be mentioned that most people who fled the conflict zone were deprived of the right to return
home that is also consideredto beone ofthe mostfundamental rights of an individual. After
the war, Georgia lost almost 20% of its territory and the governance over Abkhazia. This was the time
when corruption and mismanagement were at its highest and policy-making and leadership at its lowest.

Non-Governmental Organizations in Georgia.

Georgia’s post-soviet turbulent experience and Soviet leadership ended with the “revolution of
roses” in 2003. Former justice minister at a time and former president of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili
upraised the protest that led into the resignation of President Eduard Shevardnadze [7]. The widespread
activism and protests were initiated because of the electoral fraud and the Soviet regime that was still
existent in Georgia at that time. The topic that must be highlighted during the “rose revolution” is the
significance of NGOs working on human rights that played a vital role in organizing and mobilizing people.
It needs to be pointed out that the NGOs, in general, stand for the ideas of people and unite them
successfully around one mission. This already meant that with some foreign financial support NGOs could
promote non-violent protests to force the resignation of the authoritarian leader and interfere effectively in
the political flow of Georgia. Second significantly crucial factor during the “rose revolution” was the
media. Rustavi 2 — the television channel that was highly critical of the regime. One of the reasons why the
protests were so organized and vast was not only the feeling of protest in people but also the positive
"pressure" from the NGOs, National party and media. This was the period in Georgian history when values
started to transform as well, Georgia took the direction towards the European values, became more liberal
rather than conservative. New movements started to emerge, concentrated on the problematic human rights
violations and issues that the Georgian community hid in the closet before.

Human Rights in Georgia in the modern century

In 2004 when a new president got elected it was visible that M. Saakashvili tried to push Georgia
towards the west by setting membership in EU and NATO as top foreign policy goals [14]. The Soviet
capital Tbilisi started its transformation into a mixture of the modern and old city. Infrastructure
got renewed, new hospitals were built, new universities were constructed, and almost all the legal entities
became structural, systematic and organized [15]. This meant that citizens were given a chance for the
fair right to education and were educated in their native language. Not only this but also the labour
market started to function properly and consequently, citizens were given a proper right to adequate
living standard. All those changes resulted in people transforming their values, the new generation
already felt that they had more rights, more opportunities both in the country and abroad as well.
The idea that Georgia was a deeply restricted country within its borders nearly disappeared. The fact that
the new generation could obtain their degree in the country effectively and in Europe as well raised
the level of education.

During M. Saakashvili’s leadership, even if Georgia experienced the transition and important reforms
were carried out, it was still reported by Amnesty International that torture and ill-treatment were occurring
in the newly reformed police system. The methods used to torture or ill-treat detainees, as indicated in
reports received by Amnesty International since the "Rose Revolution", include electric shocks; putting
plastic bags over the head of a detainee [1]. The organization gave few very vital recommendations for the
Georgian government to implement concerning this violation of human rights such as to create an
independent body to investigate police-related allegations of torture. Not only this but also it is crucial to
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mention that the political relations with Russia still did not experience any improvement [4]. The other way
around, it worsened and in 2008 resulted in a war which led to the loss of South Ossetia. This war resulted
in the highest number of activists and protest all around Europe [17]. In 2008, Lithuanians living in Iceland
protested in front of the Russian embassy against the invasion. In Athens and Thessaloniki, almost 1000
Georgians marched [10]. On the same date, the president of Poland, Ukraine, Estonia and Lithuania arrived
in Thbilisi to march and participate in the rally consisting 150 000 Georgians. In September, a human chain
was created by tens of thousands to protest Russian military presence in Georgia [12].

To continue with a current situation in Georgia, it can be said that the new generation (aged 18-30) has
different preferences considerably, feel the need and obligation to protest about issues that this century has
brought about, the issues like LGBT rights, marijuana decriminalization, abortion, prostitution, transgender
woman and their rights, violence against women, workers’ rights, etc. The reason the new generation in
Georgia is so politically active is that they realize the system is even affecting their everyday life and the
ones surrounding them. Additionally, most of the musicians or bands are criticizing the system, traditions
and values that are leftovers either from the Soviet Union or older generations. The high level of "Girchi"
activism (a non-parliamentary opposition party standing up for almost all the above-mentioned rights)
caused the Constitutional Court of Georgia to decriminalize the personal use of marijuana and other
cannabis-based products as well [9]. This party is famous for their extravagant and peculiar ways of
expressing their ideas that make the new generation supportive of them at some point. To look at this fact
from a psychologic and social perspective, since the young generation of Georgia saw the traits of a
political leader (Girchi’s presidential candidate) that they have not seen in Georgian politics before, the idea
of trustworthiness was created. The traits meaning the charisma, straightforwardness and the attitude
towards the issues that this generation feels closely related to. Observing and relating the above-
mentioned fact to the Machiavellian teachings we can mention that: “The first opinion which one forms of a
prince, and of his understanding, is by observing the men he has around him” [11]. The attitude that is
highly appreciated by people without even realizing it is when a leader is eligible to make citizens feel
equal to him/her and not show the superiority as such which itself contributes to the right to the equal
treatment in the society.

Continuing with the current “political texture” of the country, protests were held nonstop in
the capital — Tbilisi. Two major techno clubs were raided by the armed forces of Georgia on 12" of May
2018. “Special forces entered the clubs as part of the government’s response to five drug-related deaths in
the past two weeks, which the authorities claim is connected to Bassiani- the top-rated techno club in
Georgia also holding a worldwide recognition.” [16]. Club’s founders and 60 people were arrested. It needs
to be assessed and pointed out that the above-mentioned political move was the reminder from the
government that they have the authority to control, use aggression and assure people that their regime is
still standing strong. The most vital and thought-provoking aspect was the continuation of the raid that was
one of themost spontaneous non-violent protests ever held in Georgia. Tens of thousands of
people protested the violence and for the right to freedom, calling the protest “A Rave-olution”. They used
the slogan “We dance together, we fight together”. The German DJ who was reported to have been playing
in Bassiani before played in front of the protestors and accordingly Georgian crowd expressed their
objection with dancing. Overall, government actions that day resembled those of a police state and not a
democracy. “Though many of the young people dancing in the streets Saturday night may not remember the
Iron Curtain, they have been raised in a culture that knows the true value of freedom precisely because it
was so hard to come by in the past” [3].

Nowadays in Georgia, the clash of generations and the intense cultural gap in between is an issue that
is building up the current politics of the country. The best example would be the two radically different
demonstrations held on the 17" of May. To mark International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia, and
Biphobia LGBT community was about to demonstrate even if they were threatened by the neo-nationalist
and neo-Nazi groups. Police in Tbilisi was on high alert even after an event commemorating IDAHOTB
was cancelled to avoid a confrontation with marchers expected to take part in a counterdemonstration
supported by the Georgian Orthodox Church. “Day of sanctity and strength of the family” was celebrated
by the above-mentioned religious groups and few demonstrators of the LGBT rights were physically
offended. This occasion was the conflict between fundamental rights, understanding of governance and
mutual respectability. Religious groups manifested their right to religion, to fully exercise and manifest it
but violated quite an important part of the article: “Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs shall be
subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the
interests of public safety, for the protection of public order, health or morals, or for the protection of the
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rights and freedoms of others ” [6]. Meaning that religious groups used violence and aggression towards the
peaceful demonstration citizens exercising their right to freely demonstrate.

Conclusion

In conclusion, although the development is seen Georgia in the modern century, today’s Georgia is still
struggling with lack of police’s responsibility about respect for human rights. Georgia still does not have an
effective independent mechanism for investigating abuse by law enforcement officials. Secondly, NGOs
can promote the human rights of Georgians. Thirdly, the other solution is seen in the consciousness of
young generation forward to current problems. The pressure of the young generation on government will be
one of the possible solutions. Additionally, Georgia now suffers from other human rights violations such as
drug policy, right to privacy, sexual orientation and media freedom. The Georgian government is highly
concentrated on the above-mentioned topics and has an attempt to transparently show all the
political processes conducted to avoid further complication of human rights violations.
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binamni Azep. Bueuenns nopyuienv npag niodunu ma noaimuunoi cumyauii ¢ I'py3ii ocmanni
30 poxie

Ouesuono, wo Koau cnpasa 00xXooums 00 NOJIMUYHUX HOKOAIHb, BOHU, SIK NPABGULO, OOCUMb PYXIUBI.
Tokoninns, ax cyd’ekmu, Maiomo pizHi CROCOOU MA MeXAHIZMU NOOOJIAHHS NOPYULEHb IXHIX Npas siK
3AKOHHUX 2pOMAOAH. €OUHUL acnekm, KUl HIKOIU He 3MIHIOEMbCA, — e YHIBePCAlbHICMb Npas 1io0UHU ma
i 3Hayenns 01 demokpamii. Buweseadana niunHicms yacmo 3yMo6ieHa CoYyiaibHOI0 OUANbHICIIO, KA €
Pe3YILMamom mo2o, wo OiIbUicmy 2POMAOAH He3A0080.1eHT NOTTMUYHUMU NPOYECaMU 6 KPAiHi.
Tpuxnadom 83a€mo36 13Ky Midc nopyuleHHaMU npas 1oounu ma "peaxyiero" nooetl Ha yro npodoremy €
Pecnybnixa I py3zis, sxa npotiuina gitinu, pegontoyii ma npomecmu npomseom ycici icmopii. Cbo200HiuHs
I'py3ia ece we 6opemuvcs 3 Hecmayero c80000U Ma NOPYULeHHAMU npag aodunu. 1 pysisa 3apas cmpasxcoae
80 IHWUX NOPYUIEHb NPAG THOOUHU, MAKUX K HAPKOMUYHA NOAIMUKA, NPABO HA NPUEAMHICMb, NPABO HA
cexcyanvHy opicumayiro. I py3isi 00 cux nip ne Mae eqheKmusH0O20 He3aNeAHCHO20 MEXAHIZMY 05
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PO3CNIOYBAHHS 3N08HCUBAHD W00 YUX NPAB NPABOOXOPOHHUMU opearamu. Ypsao I py3ii namazaembcs
0OMPUMYBAMUCH NPO3OPOCMI YCIX NOTTMUUHUX NPOYECI8 3 MEMOI0 YHUKHEHHS NOPYUEeHb NPAs TH0OUHU.
Mooicna ckazamu, wo Hoge noxoninHs (ikom 6i0 18 0o 30 pokis) mae 3nauno inwi ynodobanus, 8iouysae
nompeby ma 30008 A3aHHsA RPOMeCcmy8amu wooo npobiem, ki GuUHUKIU 8 ybomy cmoaimmi. Ceped Hux
maki numanns, ax npasa JII'BT, dexpuminanizayis mapuxyanu, abopm, npocmumyyis, mpance2enoepHi
JHCIHKU ma iXHI npasa, HACUILCBO NPOMU HCIHOK, npaea npayienuxie mowjo. Ipuyuna moeo, wo Hoee
nokoninHa 8 I py3ii HacminbKy NOATMUYHO AKIMUBHE 8 MOMY, W0 80HU POZYMIIOMb, WO NOJIMUYHA CUCTNEMA
BNIUBAE HA IX NOBCAKOEHHE JHCUMML HABIMb Yepe3 36utaline OmouenHs. J{oCiodiceHHs: 0XONmo€e Haubinbiu
NOIMUYHO BANCIUBE BUNAOKU HOPYUeHb npaes atoounu v I py3ii npomseom ocmannix 30 pokie ma ananizye
MEXani3MU NOOOJAHHS YUX NOPYUEHb MA KOPEeKYi NOIIMUYHOI nO8edinKU 6 PI3HUX NOKONIHHAX. B cmammi
0062080PI0IOMbCA HACMYNHI NPABA MAa c80000U, SKI NOPYULYIOMbCA: NPABO HA 80000V OyMKU ma
supaicents OyMKU, NPABO HA CNPABEOUBUL COYIATbHUL NOPAOOK. 3a80anusam Oyoe oyinumu nopyuLeHHs.
npas 1r00unu nio uac eiinu 6 I pysii, docrioumu ponv HYO 6 3axucmi npas 100unu ma 00Ciioumu 3miHu 6
npasax noounu 8 cyuwachiu I pysii.

Kniouoei cnosa: I pyzis, npasa 100unu, neypsaoosi opeanizayii, Hacuibcmeo, c60600a.
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