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NATIONAL INTEREST AS A FORM OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION

The essence of the category "national interest"” from the point of view of social dialogue is
analyzed. The author substantiates the position that the basis of national interest are relations that are
in this society in the process of distribution of resources and values. The antagonism of these relations
is a major obstacle to the consolidation of society on a national basis. The nation, as a political
community, performs the function of combining the small power resources of all citizens into a mega-
resource, which is delegated to the ruling elite. The latter also implements, on behalf of the nation, an
authoritarian redistribution of resources in society. However, since the vast majority of citizens are in
fact unable to exercise control over the actions of the ruling elite, at this stage there is the alienation of
state power from its formal source - the nation. The political interest of the ruling elite, which is
domination over society, always contradicts the political interest of the majority in political equality
and political freedom.National interest as a result of the aggregation of diverse social demands in
society reflects a competitive struggle for access to resources and public goods through the mechanism
of a national state.
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Actuality and problem statement National interest is traditionally considered the basis of the
integration of modern Ukrainian society. However, the understanding of the essence of this interest,
both among academics and active politicians, is rather uncertain.

The analysis of publications shows that the overwhelming majority of researchers in defining the
notion of national interest traditionally comes from representing the political homogeneity of the nation
and the Anglo-American interpretation of the nation as a politico-state category. Such an approach
determines the identification of the concept of national interest with the notion of public interest (the
classic example of such an approach is the concept of G. Morgenthau). Thus, national interest appears as
an integrated interest, which eliminates contradictions between the interests of the state and civil
society. It is considered that the interests of nations are formed in the competitive environment of the
international struggle for spiritual values and access to world resources. Therefore, most contemporary
Western scholars (K. Boulding, L. Kozer, R. Darendorf, G. Simmel, R. Park, etc.) consider the problem
of national interests in the paradigms of the conflictology of international relations.

In domestic science in the Soviet period, the problem of national interests was not specifically
developed. Although one of the basement concepts of Marxism was the recognition of the political
subjectivity of peoples. And on the ethno-social side of the nature of national interests, historians first of
all paid attention to the theorists of the socialist movements of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
(E. Renan, R. Springer, K. Kautsky, R. Luxemburg, V. Lenin). Nevertheless, in the theoretical and
historical-sociological terms of the work of Soviet researchers Yu.V. Harutyunyan, E.A. Bagramova,
Yu.V. Bromley, A.F. Dashdamirov, M.I. Kulichenko, P.M. Rogachev played a positive role in the
development of many issues related to the study of issues of national interest.

In modern Ukraine, the point of view of a nation (at least Ukrainian) as a biological and cultural
community is generally accepted. Therefore, national interest is considered first of all in the context of
cultural development, political and civilization identification of the Ukrainian people [1]. Indicative in
this regard is the thesis that national interests are concentrated primarily in the spheres of politics and
culture. Therefore, for the nation as a political entity, the most important is the preservation of its
identity and cultural-linguistic identity in the form proper to this particular nation [2]. However, this
approach ignores the fundamentals of political science (the political heterogeneity of the nation, the
competitiveness of relations in society, the influence of the economic environment on the political
system, etc.). It is completely unsuitable for the analysis of real reality. Apparently, this is why domestic
experts over two decades of the existence of a sovereign state have not achieved any significant success
either in terms of the category of national interests, nor in their formulation at the political level.

The purpose of this article is to study the political nature of national interests and their
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subjectivity.

Presentation of the main material Any long-term political interest is not independent. It is
determined by the economic and social interests that exist in a particular society over a specific period
of time. These interests are not unchanged. They reflect the needs and relations that are being
maintained in the process of consumption and distribution of material resources and cultural values.
That is why, in some historical situations, the state is perceived by the politically active part of the
population not as "the highest manifestation of the will of the people to unite," but as a mechanism to
secure their own interests. For example, the gentry of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, wishing to receive
the privileges of the gentry of the Kingdom of Poland, made in 1569 the actual accession of the
Lithuanian State to Poland. This example is not unique even in domestic history.

As the world experience shows, any society builds its political structures around the problem of
social distribution. The political interest of the subject of power - the exercise of power in the exercise
of his domination - has the ultimate goal of privileged access to resources and values [3]. In society
itself, it involves the struggle between different social groups and classes. This struggle of political
interests that reflects the economic interests of different groups of society (in some cases antagonistic) is
the basis of the entire political process [4]. The question of the cultural and linguistic interests of social
communities from the point of view of power relations is secondary. It has been proved that even the
real social communities that have been created not on the basis of blood-related unity over a period of
time form a common culture and social institutions. Historical development of such communities may
lead to the fact that they acquire the features of an ethnic group with their own ethnic and even national
identity. Most of the ethnos known to the researchers were formed in this way. On the other hand, those
bloodly related communities that live in different conditions, form their own subcultures and even
language systems that over time can grow into a separate culture and language [5].

Thus, national unity forms the interest of access to resources and values, if the latter can be
secured precisely on the basis of such unity. Without such access, cultural consolidation is also
impossible. Since the type of cultural development of a social group is largely determined by its status
in the economic system of society. If access to resources is provided within the limited boundaries of
society, then national unity forms. In this case, political interest is legally embodied in the principle of
sovereignty of the nation over the territorial political organization - the state. Hence the need to maintain
the stability of the political system, including through integrative ideology. Its role in modern society is
fulfilled by a national idea.

The unity of all parts of society on a country-wide scale is possible only on the basis of the unity
of the main long-term interest - the interest in the preservation and development of society as an
economic and political unit that is able to confront other societies in a competitive struggle for
resources. It is the state that accumulates a significant part of its resources and carries out its
(authoritarian) distribution in a definite order. Therefore, the subject of policy to manage the mechanism
of the state must ensure that such a concentration of power resources, which will be sufficient to make a
decisive impact on the adoption of state decisions. However, the realization of political equality is
limited by the real ability of all citizens to have equal access to the resources of power.

The nation, as a political community, performs the function of combining the small power
resources of all citizens into a mega-resource, which is delegated to the ruling elite. The latter
implements, on behalf of the nation, an authoritarian redistribution of resources in society. However,
since the vast majority of citizens are in fact unable to exercise control over the actions of the ruling
elite, at this stage there is the alienation of state power from its formal source - the nation. Political
interest of the ruling elite is domination over society. This interest always contradicts the political
interest of the majority of the nation in political equality and political freedom. Any power elite tends to
monopolize in its hands the resources of power, which creates a continuous tendency to overturn the
democratic system of government into oligarchic[6].

Favorable access to resources and management of their distribution gives business groups that
control the process of making state decisions, a priority opportunity to use the resources of the country,
their monopolization. Thus, according to Forbes magazine, all large business groups in Eastern Europe
received their capital primarily due to "proximity to state power" and the redistribution of ownership
realized by it. The state policy of the countries of "old Europe" and the USA traditionally involves
support by the state of large corporations and banks at the expense of the state budget. And for the
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development of business groups in Ukraine, Russia, the USA, Germany and France, access to natural
monopolies, financial resources of the state (through direct state investments, corporate expenses
reimbursement, public investment servicing and payments by commercial banks), as well as tax
breaks [7].

The result of this unevenness was the deepening of the gap in profits between different parts of
society and, accordingly, the possibilities of access of different social strata to spiritual values
(education, culture, information). It causes within the modern nation not only antagonistic
contradictions, but also the existence of different types of rather subtle cultural subcultures with their
own extra-national identity. Uneven access to resources causes a split in society - not only socio-
economic, but also socio-cultural. Hence - the antagonistic interests of different parts of society.

In today's globalized economy, there is a free movement of capital and labor. It contributes to
spontaneous formation of communities not on the basis of a separate society, which is limited by certain
state borders. Modern communities are formed on the basis of group and corporate interests. As these
interests need to be provided politically, there are extra-national policy actors. An indicator of the fact
that group and corporate interests today dominate the national ones is that the most influential actors in
the modern world are not national states, but TNCs, which use state mechanisms in their own interests.

Thus, the question of national interests can not be considered without an analysis of what the
nation represents in the socio-economic context. The fact that the Ukrainian nation as a community is
interested in its own state is somewhat corrected by the fact that about 12% of the country's able-bodied
population constantly works and resides abroad. Most of these people want to be naturalized as a citizen
of the country of residence. The relation of the business elites to the Ukrainian state is clearly evidenced
by the fact that capital is wasted out and large property - economic interests are not related to the state.
This does not indicate a pathological shortage of patriotism, but that a significant part of the nation does
not see the ability to satisfy its interests within its own state. These processes are characteristic of the
whole modern world, except for the few most powerful states. Migration comes from countries with low
social protection and low investment attractiveness, which results in low levels of production and low
purchasing power of the majority of the population. Therefore, the thesis that the interests of the nation
are concentrated primarily in the spheres of politics and culture needs to be clarified: first of all, it
should be borne in mind that politics is a means of achieving economic interests.
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Bopouaucokuii O. B. Hauionanonuii inmepec ax gpopma cycninonoi inmezpauii

Ananizyemvcs cymuicmes kame2opii « HAYIOHATbHUL THMepPecy i3 MOUKU 30PY CYCRIIbHO20 0iaNoc).
Aemop 002pyHmMOB8YE NON0NCEHHS NPO Me, WO 8 OCHOBI HAYIOHANLHO20 IHMepecy aedcamy 8i0HOCUHU,
AKI CKAAOYIOMbCS 8 0AHOMY CYCHIIbCMBI )y npoyeci po3nooiny pecypcie i yinnocmeil. AHMa2oHizm yux
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BIOHOCUH € 20]108HOT0 NEPEUUKOO0I0 KOHCONI0AYii CYCNiNbCmea Ha HAYIoHAIbHIN ocHo6l. Hayis sk
NOIMUYHA CNITLHOMA BUKOHYE PYHKYIIO 00 €OHAHHA OPIOHUX BAAOHUX PECYPCI8 8CIX 2POMAOSH 8
Mezapecypc, aKull 0ene2yemuvcs npasnaviu enimi. OcmaHnus U peanizye 8i0 iMeHi Hayii asmopumapHul
nepepo3nooin pecypcie y cycninocmai. OOHaK, OCKilbKU OCHOBHA MACA 2POMAOSH PAKMUUHO He 8 3MO3i
30iticHI08aMU KOHMPOIb HAO OiAMU NPABAAYOL eNimuU, HA YbOMY emani 6UHUKAC 8IOYYHCEHHS 0ePAHCABHOT
enaou 8io ii hopmanvroco ddcepenra — Hayii. Ilonimuunuil inmepec 61a0HOI eimu, KU NOJISA2AE 8
NAHYBAHHI HAO CYCNITLCMBOM, 3ABAHCOU BCMYNAE Y NPOMUPIYYS 3 NOTIMUYHUM [HMepecom OLibuocmi 00
noimuyHoI pigHocmi ma noximuyHoi c60000u. Hayionanvnuii inmepec sx pe3yismam azpecy8antsi
PIBHOCHPAMOBAHUX COYIANLHUX BUMO2 Y CYCRITbCMBI 8I00OPadiCcae KOHKYpeHmHy 60pomuvoy 3a 00Cmyn
00 pecypcig i cycninbHux biae yepes Mexamizm HayioHaabHOL 0epicasi.

Knrouoei cnosa: nayionanvruuil inmepec, Hayis, HAYIOHATbHA 0epIicasa, nepepo3nooil pecypcis.

Bopouanckuii A. B. Hayuonansutii unmepec Kax hopma oduiecmeeHHoil unmezpauuu

Ananuzupyemcs cyunocms Kame2opuu « HAYUOHATbHbII UHMEPECY ¢ MOYKU 3PEHUs
obwecmeenno2o ouanoza. A6mop 060CHO8bI8aAEM NONOIACEHUE O MOM, UMO 8 OCHOBE HAYUOHATLHO2O0
unmepeca nexcam OmHouleHUs, CKIaobleaouuecs 8 0AHHOM 0dujecmee 8 npoyecce pacnpeoeienus
pecypcos u yeHnocmeu. AHMAa2oHu3M SMux OMHOWEHU ABNAENCA 2IAGHBIM NPENAMCMEUemM
KOHCOIUOayuu 00ujecmaa Ha HayuoHanibHou ocHoge. Hayus xak nonumuueckoe coobujecmeo
BbINONHAEM PYHKYUIO 00EOUHEHUS MENKUX BACMHBIX PeCYPCO8 8CeX epadCcOaH 8 Me2apecypc,
Komopwlll Oenezupyemcs npasswei daume. Ilocneonsis u peanuzyem om uUMeHu HAYUU AGMoOpUMapHslll
nepepacnpeoenetue pecypcog 6 oouecmse. OOHaKo, NOCKONbKY OCHOBHAS MACCA 2PAACOAH
Gakmuuecku He 8 COCMOSHUU OCYUJeCMEIAMb KOHMPOIb HAO OeUCMBUAMU NPABAWeli dTUMbL, HA SMOM
amane 803HUKAEm OMuYAHCOeHUe 20Cy0apCmeeH Ol 61ACMU OM ee hOPMAaIbHO20 UCTOYHUKA — HAYUU.
Tonumuueckuii unmepec 61acMHOU dTUMbL, 3AKTOUAIOWULICS 8 20CNOOCMEe HAO 00UeCmE8oM, 8ce2od
ecmynaem 6 NPOMuUGoOpeyue ¢ NOAUMUYECKUM UHMEPecoM DONbUUUHCINGA, KOMOPbIl 3aKII0OUAEMC L 8
NOAUMUYECKOM PABEHCMEE U NOAUMUYEcKoU c8ob00e. Hayuonanvuwili unmepec Kax pe3yiomam
azpe2upoBanuisl pazHoHaANPasieHHbIX COYUATbHBIX MPebo8anull 6 0bwecmee ompasicaem
KOHKYpPeHmMHYI0 60pb0y 3a 00CMYN K pecypcam u 00uecmeeHHbiM O1a2am 4epes Mexanusm
HAYUOHANILHO20 20CYOapCmad.

Knrwoueswie cnosa: nayuonanvHulii unmepec, Hayus, HAYUOHATbHOE 20CYOAPCME0,
nepepacnpeoeneHue pecypcoa.

29



