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AN INDIVIDUALISTIC APPROACH TO THE RESEARCH
OF BLACK PR IN ELECTION CAMPAIGNS

The article draws attention to the individualistic approach in the study of black PR in election
campaigns, while emphasizing that black PR can be considered as a form of activity for studying
the mechanisms of managing political processes and forecasting public demand for a political product,
which includes the dissemination of disinformation, manipulation in the information spaces, deception
and other methods to achieve certain political goals. That is why the individualistic approach, which
emphasizes the role and influence of individuals in political processes and systems, is so important
for the characterization of black PR. It has been proven that the individualistic approach considers political
phenomena such as decision-making, the formation of political ideas, conflicts, as well as the interaction
between people and political structures through the prism of the actions and influence of individuals, and
can also analyze the role of leaders, political activists, voters and other participants political process
in the formation and change of political systems. It is substantiated that the individualistic approach considers
personal characteristics, motivations, values, interests and actions of individual people as key elements
of political dynamics. It often compares different individual strategies and responses to political events and
changes, helping to understand how individuals influence political processes and systems. Because of this,
it can be used in the study of the influence of black PR during election battles. The article states that the study
of the tools used in black PR based on an individualistic approach can help to better understand the phenomenon
of black PR, its functioning mechanisms and contribute to the development of strategies to counter this
phenomenon. At the same time, it is emphasized here that this approach is unethical and can have serious
consequences for the participants of the election process, as well as for democratic institutions in general.

Keywords: individualistic approach, black PR, manipulation, election campaigns, political processes,
strategies, tools

Statement of the problem. The political process in modern society is aimed at the formation and
development of the political system, as well as ensuring its stability. However, it is worth recognizing that
in this process there may be situations when some political actors try to use black PR to achieve their goals,
because today, according to many political scientists, there are contradictions between "the reality
of objective reality and the reality of TV: who is who?” [1, p. 167]. It is with the help of television that you
can influence the worldview of an individual for your own purposes. Black PR in political processes can be
considered as a form of activity for studying the mechanisms of managing political processes and predicting
public demand for a political product. It means promoting a certain political agenda.

The purpose of the article is to study black PR in election campaigns from the standpoint
of an individualistic approach.

Presentation of the main material. Black PR can include disinformation, manipulation
in the information space, deception and other methods to achieve certain political goals. This can take place
through a variety of channels, including social media, mass media and internet forums. As John Hopkins
University professor Thomas Reed (b. 1964) wrote: "...in the world, the alarmist in falsification of news and
secret conspiracies is freely scattered on the left, and even the research of such measures can drown
in the belief of statements and responses to them™ [ 2, p. 345].

As we can see, this practice is harmful to democratic processes and threatens the health of the political
system. It can lead to the spread of misinformation, a decrease in the level of trust in political institutions
and the undermining of democratic values, which can have serious consequences for society and democratic
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processes, as it will violate the principles of transparency, truthfulness and trust, which are the basis
of democratic governance. Professor of the University of Murcia in Spain M. Camacho (b. 1981) wrote:
"Today, the strategy used to sell products on the Internet is also used in the case of news that we are ready
to consume" [3]. Therefore, it is important to identify and counter such practices, as well as to create control
and regulation mechanisms in this direction. For this, society and political leaders must consciously
understand the existence of such technologies and pay due attention to combating them. This may include
improving the legal framework, increasing cyber security, improving citizens’ media literacy, and other measures.
This approach will help preserve and strengthen democratic values and the stability of the political system.

A well-known researcher in the field of the impact of technology on political communications, professor
of political science and communications at the University of Georgia, Tim Wilson (born 1961), emphasizes
the importance of reasoned political analysis and forecasting for the effective operation of public authorities and
local governments, political leaders and other subjects of political relations [4, p. 370] Conducting an analysis
helps to understand the needs, preferences and expectations of the audience, as well as to determine the optimal
ways of interacting with them. Taking such factors into account makes it possible to increase the effectiveness
of political strategies and measures aimed at satisfying the interests of citizens. Political analysis and forecasting
also help in selecting the most optimal candidates for various positions, taking into account not only
their political beliefs, but also their ability to attract support from a specific audience.

Therefore, the implementation of reasoned political analysis and forecasting is an important element for
successful management of political reality, providing support for social and economic initiatives and ensuring
favorable development of society [5, p.205]. That is why the individualistic approach, which emphasizes the
role and influence of individuals in political processes and systems, is so important for the characterization
of black PR.

The individualistic approach in political science has its roots in the works of the English philosopher and
political theorist Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679). In his major work, Leviathan, published in 1651, Hobbes
developed ideas about the natural state of man and society, which he envisioned as a state of constant war of
all against all. He believed that individual actions and motives govern social life and politics [6]. Thus,
Hobbes is one of the pioneers of the individualistic approach in political science, which emphasizes the role
of individual actions and motives in the formation of political processes and society as a whole.

In addition to Thomas Hobbes, the individualistic approach in political science was developed by John
Locke (1632-1704), an English philosopher of the 17th century. Locke believed that society consists
of individuals, each of whom has his own rights, freedoms and interests. He emphasized the role of the
individual in the formation of society and political processes, emphasizing the explanation of political
phenomena and processes through the interaction and influence of individual actions and decisions
of actors. His work "Two Treatises on Government" (1689) became a classic work that influenced
the development of an individualistic approach to politics and law. Locke developed the concept
of the social contract, in which he argued that legitimate authority should be based on the consent
of individuals, not on divine law [7, p.128].

In political science, the individualistic approach is considered in the context of the rational action
of individuals, their interests, goals and strategies in the political process. Speaking about
the individualistic approach, one cannot fail to mention one of its famous authors who developed this
approach — Max Weber (1864-1920). He emphasized the importance of the individual in politics and social
processes. Weber believed that individual actions, motives and character influence the formation
of political structures and systems. His works on how rational and irrational motives of individuals
influence political processes are classic in the context of the individualistic approach in political science.
In the context of the characteristics of black PR, M. Weber’s individualistic approach can be viewed from
several points of view. First, he saw society as a collection of individual actions and interactions, and this
can be applied to black PR if viewed as the action of individuals or groups seeking to achieve their goals
through negative means. Secondly, in the context of power and control, M. Weber singled out the concept
of "power" as an opportunity to change the behavior of others. This can be applied to black PR as a means
of using influence and manipulation to achieve one’s goals through negative influence on public opinion
or the reputation of a person or organization. From these points of view, it can be said that M. Weber’s
individualistic approach to social activity can be used to analyze black PR as an individual strategy of
influence and control in society. However, it is important to note that the concept of "black PR" as such is
absent from Weber’s writings, as it arose later. But we are trying to find certain ideas and concepts that
can be considered in the context of negative PR or individualistic methods of influence.
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For example, in his work "The Call to Politics" (1919), Weber considers the concept of "professional
etiquette” and the role of individual morality in the field of professional activity. He analyzes how
individualism can affect relations in society and in the context of professional behavior [8, p. 184]. Also, in
his work "The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism" (1920), Weber considers the issue of ethics and
responsibility in the context of the activities of professional groups, which may be related to PR and methods
of manipulating public opinion [9, p. 150].

However, it should be remembered that Weber’s works are mainly focused on the analysis of social and
political structures, and not on specific methods of manipulation or PR. Therefore, any conclusion about
his views on black PR can be somewhat speculative and based on our personal research based on the analysis
of his works.

When studying black PR through the prism of an individualistic approach, one cannot fail to mention
one more of its prominent representatives — Harold Lasswell (1902-1978). His works included analysis
of communication, psychology of politics and political processes. Lasswell believed that understanding
the actions of individuals is the key to understanding political phenomena and dynamics. As for Lasswell’s
individualistic approach to the characteristics of black PR, he considered this issue in the context of his
research on communication and politics, namely in his works: "The Structure and Function of
Communication in Society" (1948), "Politics: Who Gets What, When, How" (1936), "Propaganda
Techniquein World War 1" (1927) and others. However, he did not use the term "black PR" directly,
as the term arose much later than his time. Despite this, the researcher paid a lot of attention to negative
political advertising and its derivatives. He wrote: "What comes out of the press, as if with selected water,
reflects a huge range of interests... The idea is distinguished from other forms of communication that express
interests, arguments and proposals, and also try to influence decision-making" [10, p. 479]. These words of
Lasswell reflect his understanding of the importance of communication in politics and society, and also
emphasize the powerful influence of information on people’s awareness and behavior. They can be used to
understand and analyze the strategies used in political black PR. As we can see, Harold Lasswell has made
significant contributions to the study of political communication, including information analysis and theories
of influence. "Methods of influencing opinion are not necessarily public. They can be hidden or secret.
Insurance campaigns play an important role in politics and science” [11]. All this reflects some key aspects
of Lasswell’s approach to communication and influence, which can be interpreted in the context of public
relations, in particular the individualistic approach. Today, the use of an individualistic approach to the study
of the tools used by black PR is extremely important, because with their help it is possible to understand
exactly how specific individuals or groups use negative manipulation techniques to achieve their goals. Such
tools include motivation, strategies, communication methods, and the influence of black PR on society,
politics, business, and other areas. For this, researchers can use case study methods, interviews, observations
and content analysis to study specific cases of black PR and their impact on society. They can also investigate
the effectiveness of countermeasures against black PR and develop strategies to prevent it [12, p.69].

Conclusions. The individualistic approach to the understanding of black PR means that researchers focus
on understanding and analyzing the specific actions of individual actors or groups that carry out negative PR
activities, for this they use the motives, methods, tools and consequences of black PR for these individuals or
groups, their individual characteristics. Researching the tools used in black PR with an individualistic
approach can help to better understand the phenomenon of black PR, its functioning mechanisms and
contribute to the development of strategies to counteract this phenomenon. However, it is important to note
that such an approach is unethical and can have serious consequences for the participants in the electoral
process, as well as for democratic institutions in general. Such actions can undermine public confidence
in the political process and create the impression of general bad faith on the part of political actors. Therefore,
the use of black PR can have a negative impact on democracy and society as a whole.
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Tomaxie B. A., Ipuiimuu A. I1. Inougioyanicmuyunuii nioxio 00 00CnioiceHHs YOPHO20 niapy
Yy 6UOOPUUX KAMRAHIAX

Y cmammi 36epnyma ysaza na inougioyanicmuunui nioxio y 00CniodiceHHi YoOpHo20 niapy
¥V UOOPUUX KAMNAHIAX, NPU YbOMY NIOKPECTIOEMbCS, WO YOPHULL niap Modice Oymu po3isiHymuil Sk popma
OIANLHOCII 01 BUBYEHHS MEXAHIZMI6 YNPAGNIHHA NOATMUYHUMU NPOYECAMU A NPOSHO3YE8AHHS CYCNITbHUM
NONUMOM HA NOATMUYHULL NPOOYKM, AKULL BKIIOYAE PO3ZNOBCIOONCEHHS Oe3iHpopmayii, MaHinyaayii
68 inghopmayitinomy npocmopi, 0oman ma inui Memoou 015 00CACHEHHS NeGHUX NOITMUYHUX Yiaell.
Yepes ye maxum 8axiciusum 0715 XapaKmepucmuKky YopHo20 niapy € inoueioyanicmudnui nioxio, axu
AKYeHmye y8azy Ha poii ma 6naueo8i IHOUIOYanbHUX 0CIO Y ROAIMUYHUX NpoYyecax i cucmemax.
lloseoeno, wo inousioyanicmuunuii nioxio po32a10ae ROATMUYHI A8UWA, MAKI K NPUUHIMM PilleHb,
D opmysanHs NOATMUYHUX [0ell, KOHDAIKMU, 4 MAKONC 83AEMOOII0 MINC THOObMU MA NOJITMULHUMU
CIMPYKMYpamu uepes npusmy Oill ma niugy OKpemux 0cib, a maxkodic Modice ananizyeamu poib 1ioepis,
NONTMUYHUX AKIMUBICMIB, UOOPYIE MA THUUX YUACHUKIE NOTIMUYHO20 npoyecy V POPpMYSBAHHI M 3MIHI
nonimuunux cucmem. O6IpyHmogano, wo iHougioyaricmuyHull nioxio posensiodac ocooucmi
Xapaxmepucmuxu, Momusayii, yinHocmi, inmepecu ma Oii OKpemux 1o0ell K Kool eieMeHmu
noaimuuHux ouHamix. Bin wacmo nopieutoce pisni inousioyanvui cmpameeii ma peaxyii Ha ROAIMUYHI
nooii ma 3sminu, donomazarouu 3po3ymimu, K iHOUBIOU BNIUBAIOMb HA NOJIMUYHI NpoYect ma cucmemu.
Yepes ye 11020 MOI*CHA 3ACMOCO8Y8AMU Y 00CAIONCEHHT 8NIUBY YOPHO2O Niapy Ni0 4ac subopyux
bamaniti. ¥ cmammi 3a3navaemocs, wjo 00CAIONCEHHSA IHCMPYMeHmapiio, AKUU UKOPUCTNOBYIOMbCS
V wopHoMY niapi 3a iHOUBI0YariCMUYHUM NIOX000M MOJICe OONOMOMU Kpauje 3po3ymimu henomen
YOPHO20 niapy, 1020 MexaHizMu QYHKYIOHY8anHs I cnpusmu po3pooyi cmpameziti npomuoii Yybomy
a6ungy. OOHOUACHO MY HALOIOULYEMBCS, WO MAKUL RIOXI0 € HeeMUYHUM A MOJCe MAMU CePUO3HI
HAciOKU 018 YUACHUKIB 8UDOPUO20 NPOYeCy, a MAKONC 08 OEMOKPAMUYHUX [THCIIUMYMI8 3A2a10M.

Kniouosi cnoea: inousioyanicmuunuii nioxio, Yopuuil niap, Mauinyasayii, ubopyi Kamnawii, porimuyHi
npoyecu, cmpamezii, iHcmpymeHmapiii
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